hour before the operation. Half an hour later the application of cocaine may be commenced, perhaps by two wafers, each containing the fiftieth of a grain, and suffered to remain ten minutes. They should be placed in contact with the surface of the eyeball below the cornea, the lower lid being drawn for the purpose, and the patient looking upwards; but he should be told to look down before the lid is suffered to return to its place, By taking this precaution, the wafers will not be wiped off the eye surface by the rising lid, which otherwise is apt to remove them, and to deposit them upon the eyelashes. After ten minutes, another wafer may be applied, and then another every five minutes until seven have been inserted, by which time the drug will have penetrated to the iris, and the anaesthesia of the structures concerned will be complete. When the application of the wafers is committed to a nurse, the surgeon must be quite sure that she understands the method of inserting them, and that she will be punctual to the times prescribed. Unless these conditions are fulfilled, he may chance to find his patient but imperfectly prepared for the operation. Moreover, as the action of cocaine is only temporary, punctuality on the part of the surgeon himself is equally.necessary.

